From Tilsit to Chaumont
Rugen, enabled Napoleon to make himself master of Northern Germany. Portugal alone still refused to acknowledge the Berlin Decree. Though that country had at our instance formally accepted Bonaparte's ultimatum and made a declaration of war against us, her regent's refusal to confiscate English property had caused Napoleon to invade her territory. At Tilsit, we know, the Czar had been authorised by Bonaparte to absorb Finland, which from the thirteenth century had belonged to Sweden, and to annex the Danubian provinces that were part of European Turkey. In return he was to connive at Napoleon's bestowing on members of his own family the Braganza monarchy in Portugal and the Bourbon crown in Spain. The French attempt to carry these designs into execution began in the second year (1808) of Canning's initial term at the Foreign Office. In that year England had for its representative in Portugal Percy Strangford, Viscount Clinton, who accompanied the Portuguese court to Brazil on its flight there from the French invader. The Portuguese ambassadors to the British capital have often been equally in favour at the palace and in society. From 1808 to 1811 the Portuguese envoy in London was Chevalier de Souza Couttinho, afterwards Conde de Funchal, notable alike for his skill in politics and success in society. The treaty signed by Canning and him, 2nd October 1807, formed the basis of Anglo-Portuguese relations throughout this period. The clauses of mutual alliance and defence were accompanied by an arrangement for the King of Portugal's departure for Brazil. That was immediately carried out, and across the Atlantic the king remained
till his realm at home had been cleared of the enemy.
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